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The history of art in ancient India virtually begins from the
reign of Ashoka. Whatever we find in Indus Valley is isolated, its
continuity is broken. We find for the first time, buildings and
structures of permanent materials like stone, rock and brick during
the Mauryan period. During the Vedic and later Vedic period
buildings were made up of impermanent materials. It was Ashoka
who substituted stone for wood, the common material for the
construction of the buildings. This change from impermanent to
permanent material was due to the desire of the emperor under
whose patronage the Indian art flourished considerably. From C.2500
BCE to 250 BCE is a long period of which we have hardly any record
in the matter of artistic expression. The architecture of this period

was mostly of wood and has perished without leaving a trace behind.
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