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Candidates should attempt aii questions.
Answer must be written in Odia.
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We thus see that the philosophy of the
Bhagabata is intensely practical and affect all
aspects of life. Athorough understanding of this
phllosophy can be had only by a study of the lives
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of the great philosophers presented in it. They
come from all walks and stages of life, from all
classes of society, from both sexes, and from all
age groups. But the greatest amongst them all is

Sri Krishna, who, according to Swami
Vivekananda, is the first

(— e

history of the world to dlscover and proclaim the

great teacher in the

grand truth of love for |ove's sake and duty for
duty’s sakg. Born in a prison brought up by

cowherds, subjected to all kinds of tyranny by the
most despotic monarchy of the day, and derided
by the orthodox, Krishna still rose to be the
greatest saint, phllosopher, and reformer of his
ag%},AII the greatest sages and the most
- immaculate saints of his time pay him divine
honours; they consider him the best and most
‘perfect among the spiritual men of the age, and
with one voice acclaim him as dwmlty manifest
on earth, looking up to him for light and guidance.
To them, he is not only a vibhuti (an especial divine
manifestation), vyuha (the four fold expression of

Purusottama), bhagavattama or avatara, but also
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the personal God'and even absolute reality. In him
we find the ideal householder and the idea
sannyasin, the hero of a thousand battles who
knew no defeat, the terror of despots, sycophants,
hypocrites, sophists, and pretenders, the matter
statesman, the uncrowned monarch, the king
maker who had no ambition for himself. He was
friend of the poor, the weak, and the distressed,
the champion of the rights of women and of the

social and spiritual enfranchisement of the sudra
and even of the untouchables, and the perfectidea

of detachment. In him again, we find the perfect
harmony of jnana, pnakti and karma-of head,
heart and hand. The philosophy of such a man
cannot but be an inspiration to all who study i,
and the Bhagabata_ whicﬁh records and illustrates
his teachings is, in the words of Sri Ramakrishna,
‘Sweet as @d in the butter of wisdom and

soaked in the honey of que;'.
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